
Prof. K. Ali 
Fall 2015 

Islam and the West 
CAS RN 344/GRS RN 644/STH TX 814 

MWF 12-1, LOCATION 
Office Hours: M 8:45-10 by appointment or W 1-2:45 drop in (147 Bay State Rd., Room 506) 

 
NOTE: The elevator that serves my office is not wheelchair accessible.  

I will gladly arrange to meet in an accessible location. 
 

617-353-4465 
ka@bu.edu 

 
Course Description 
 
 Muslims – violent, uncivilized, different – dominate American media today. Conflicts between 

Islam and the West (the “clash of civilizations”) and conflicts among Muslims (“is there an Islamic 

reformation?”) figure heavily in discussions.  These paradigms oversimplify complex issues. Neither 

Islam nor the West is a monolith, in the past or in the present. We will look at key points of contact 

between Muslims, Europe, and the Americas: Islam’s early westward expansion into Spain; medieval 

European views of Muslims; enslaved Muslims in the New World; and European colonialism in the 

Muslim world. We will look at diverse Muslim communities in Europe and especially North America 

today. What are the important issues facing Muslims? In the United States, how do African-American 

and immigrant Muslim experiences compare? What role do Western Muslims play in the worldwide 

community of Muslims? And what does a better understanding of these topics contribute to thinking 

about global geopolitical dynamics?  

 
Readings 
 
In addition to readings posted on Blackboard, books are available for purchase: 
 
Maria Menocal, Ornament of the World (Little, Brown and Company 2003)  
Sylviane Diouf, Servants of Allah: African Muslims Enslaved in the Americas (NYU 1998/2013)  
Zareena Grewal, Islam is a Foreign Country (NYU 2013) 
Edward E. Curtis, Muslims in America: A Short History (Oxford 2009) 
 
 
Graduate students are required to do (and undergraduates are encouraged to do) additional readings from: 
  
John V. Tolan, Saracens (Columbia 2002) ISBN 0231123337 
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Assignments and grading:   
 
Undergraduates: There are four components to your grade: attendance/participation (10%); three quizzes 
(45%); an oral and written presentation on a Western Muslim figure (20%); and a final exam (25%).   
 
Graduate students There are four components to your grade: attendance/participation (10%); three quizzes 
(45%), and a research paper (35%, including a final presentation 10%)  
 
Attendance at all class sessions is necessary, because lectures will cover materials not in the class readings.  
 
Participation in discussions and in-class exercises is also an important element in this course. Together, 
attendance and participation will account for 10% of your grade. Please note that even if you miss a class session 
for a valid reason you are expected to obtain notes from a classmate, as you will still be responsible for any 
material covered or announcements given. 
 
Quizzes: Three non-cumulative quizzes will account for 15% of your grade each. Graduate students will answer 
somewhat different questions. 
 
Presentation (undergraduates): One ten minute oral presentation on an important Western Muslim figure of the 
twentieth or twenty-first centuries; a written report of four or five pages is due on the date of the presentation. 
Further guidelines will be distributed in late Steptember.  Presentation dates will be assigned based on the figures’ 
appropriate places in our schedule of topics. The presentation and report together are worth 20% of your grade. 
 
Final exam (undergraduates): Worth 25% of your grade, it will be held on 12/19 from 12:30-2:30. 
 
Research paper (graduate students): Worth 35% of your grade, with another 10% for the ten minute oral 
presentation. Guidelines will be distributed in late September. 
 
Policy on Late Work, Missed Exams, and Incompletes: 
 
Late work will be penalized by as much as one complete letter grade for each day overdue including weekends 
and holidays. Please note that electronic submission of reports is not allowed. Extensions will be granted only in 
exceptional circumstances, and in no case after the original deadline for completion has passed. Students who 
anticipate difficulty in meeting deadlines should contact me as far in advance of the due date as possible.  
  
Quizzes are scheduled for Friday 10/2, Wednesday 10/28, and Monday 11/23. If you require alternate 
arrangements for a legitimate reason (e.g., a religious holiday), please contact me in writing at least two weeks in 
advance. Missing a quiz without adequate prior notice due to anything other than a documented medical 
emergency or something equally urgent and unforeseeable will result in a grade of “0” for the exam. The 
same rules apply for scheduled presentations. 
 
The course final exam is scheduled for December 19, 12:30-2:30. University regulations prohibit any early 
administration of the final exam. Make your travel plans accordingly. Make-up final examinations, where 
appropriate, will be scheduled in accordance with university policy. 
 
A course grade of incomplete will only be granted for compelling reasons.  
 
Policy on communication 
 
Email is the best way to reach me. Please allow one or two days for a reply. For significant 
substantive queries, come to office hours or schedule another time to meet with me. Before 
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writing with a question, please check: it may already have been answered in the syllabus. 
 
Wednesday drop-in office hours are first-come, first served. They are suitable for general 
queries and short discussions. If you think your concern will require more than fifteen minutes, 
please make an appointment for Monday morning. 
 
Monday office hour appointments must be requested by 3 pm on Friday. There is no appointment 
until you have received confirmation. When writing to request an appointment, please indicate 
how long you think you will need. 
 
Academic integrity, plagiarism, and independent work: 
 
Every student is expected to be familiar with and comply with the BU policy on academic integrity, 
which can be found at: http://www.bu.edu/cas/undergraduate/conductcode.html. If you have any 
questions about how the policy applies to work for this course, please do not hesitate to ask me. I will 
refer any suspected case of academic misconduct to the Dean’s Office. Any assignment judged, after a 
hearing by the Academic Conduct panel, to be plagiarized will receive a grade of “0.”  
 
Helpful resources about proper use of sources can be found many places online and should be consulted 
before you begin work on your report. Dartmouth College’s page on source usage Dartmouth College’s 
page on source usage, especially “What is plagiarism?,” is a good place to begin. See also the Purdue 
University Online Writing Lab (OWL) guide to “Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing.  Chicago-
style citation is preferred, but notes may follow any common style so long as it is used consistently.  
 
Disabilities: 
 
In accordance with University policy, a student who requires accommodation for a documented 
disability of any type should see me immediately to discuss appropriate modifications to course 
requirements (http://www.bu.edu/disability/policies/index.html). 
 
Course schedule 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, readings should be done before the first class of the week. 
 
Week 1 Clashing Categories 
 
W 9/2 Introduction 
F 9/4 Huntington 
Readings: Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations” (in Foreign Affairs, Summer 

1993); Menocal, Ornament, pp. 5-49. 
Supplementary: Tolan, Saracens, xiii-xxii. 
 
Week 2 Islam: Westward Ho! 
 
M 9/7  Labor Day, no classes 
W 9/9  Rise of Islam 
F 9/11  Westward Expansion of Islam 
Readings:  Menocal, Ornament, pp. 53-146 
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Supplementary: Tolan, Saracens, 3-67. 
 
Week 3 Muslim Spain and Christian Europe 
 
M 9/14  Dynasties 
W 9/16  Muslims, Jews, and Christian: Boundaries 
Th 9/17 Gitner lecture Contesting Muhammad, 6-7:30 Tsai Performance Center 
F 9/18  The Alhambra 
Readings:  Menocal, Ornament, pp. 147-172; Marc Cohen, “The ‘Golden Age’ of Muslim-

Jewish Relations: Myth and Reality,” 
https://press.princeton.edu/chapters/p10098.pdf  

Supplementary: Tolan, Saracens, 69-134, Janina Safran, “Identity and Differentiation in Ninth-
Century al-Andalus, Speculum, Vol. 76, No. 3 (Jul., 2001), pp. 573-598 (Stable URL: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2903880)   

 
 
Week 4 Crusades/Images of Muhammad  
M 9/21  JOINT SESSION W/ STH LUNCH SERIES (Ali, Lives of Muhammad, Intro/Ch. 
1 
W 9/23  Muhammad – shifting polemics 
F 9/25  Revisiting the Crusades 
Readings:  Menocal, Ornament, pp. 174-243, Tolan, “Muhammad in Western Eyes,” 

Cambridge Companion to Muhammad (BU Libraries Online)  
Supplementary: Tolan, Saracens, 135-213. 
 
 
Week 5 Muslim Spain – End of an Era 
M 9/28  Dynastic shifts 
W 9/30  Catholic Monarchs/Expulsion 
F 10/2  QUIZ 1 
Readings:  Menocal, Ornament, pp. 244-281; Alan Verskin, Oppressed in the Land, Intro; 

End of Muslim Spain (Blackboard) 
Supplementary: Tolan, Saracens, 214-74. 
 
 
Week 6 Sea Change: Atlantic Histories 
M 10/5  Islam and Slavery 
W 10/7  Atlantic slave trade 
F 10/9  Muslims in Latin America and the Caribbean 
Readings:  Diouf, Servants of Allah, 1-106 
Supplementary: Gomez, Black Crescent, Prologue and chapters 1-3.  
 
Week 7 Muslims Slaves in the Americas 
M 10/12 Columbus Day, no classes 
T 10/13 (BU Monday) 1835 malê rebellion in Bahia 
W 10/14 African Muslims in the United States I 
F 10/16 African Muslims in the United States II 
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Readings:  Diouf, Servants of Allah, 107-178; selections from Sapelo Square. 
Supplementary: João Jose Reis, Muslim Slave Rebellion in Brazil (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1992), chapters 5-6; Gomez, Black Crescent, chapters 4-5 and 
Interlude. 

 
Week 9 Islam, Colonialism, Europe 
M 10/19 Romantic Muslims  
W 10/21 Al-Jabarti, Napoleon, and Egypt  
F 10/23 India, Colonialism, and the Rethinking of Muhammad 
Readings:  Ali, Lives of Muhammad, Ch. 2; excerpt from Al-Jabarti’s Chronicle of Napoleon 

in Egypt; Verskin, Oppressed in the Land, “The Birth of Minority Jurisprudence.” 
 
Week 8 American Muslims Identities 
M 10/24 Nation of Islam 
W 10/26 QUIZ 2 
F 10/28 Sunni Muslims 
 
Readings:  Diouf, 179-210; Curtis, Muslims in America, entire book.  
 
Supplementary: Gibson and Karim, Women of the Nation, excerpts; Simmons, “African-

American Islam,” from Neukirk, Women and Conversion. 
 
Week 9 Celebrating and Making Culture 
M 11/2  Ramadan 
W 11/4  Muharram 
F 11/6   
 
Readings:  Su‘ad Abdul Khabeer, “Rep that Islam”; “BlackMuslimRamadan” on Buzzfeed; 
New Muslim Cool (watch); Selections from Liakat Takim, Shi‘ism in America; Vernon Schubel, 
“The Muharram Majlis: The Role of a Ritual in the Preservation of  Shi’a Identity” (in Muslim 
Families in North America, Earl H. Waugh, Sharon McIrvin Abu-Laban, and Regula Burckhardt 
Qureishi, eds. [Edmonton: University of Alberta Press, 1991]), pp. 118-131. 
 
Week 11 Anti-Western sentiment 
M 11/9  The Iranian Revolution and its aftermaths 
W 11/11 al-Qaeda 
F 11/13 ISIS 
 
Readings:  Selections from Stern and Berger, ISIS: The State of Terror; selections from the 
Bin Laden reader; selections from Dabiq. Other readings TBD. 
Week 12 Anti-Muslim campaigns 
M 11/16 Fear 
W 11/18 Terror 
F 11/20 Gender 
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Readings: Fear, Inc. 
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/religion/report/2015/02/11/106394/fear-inc-2-0/ ); 
Christopher Bail, “The Fringe Effect,” The Fringe Effect: Civil Society Organizations and the 
Evolution of Media Discourse about Islam since the September 11th Attacks,” American 
Sociological Review Vol. 77, No. 6 (December 2012), pp. 855-879 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41723075; Hammer, “Gendered Islamophobia”  

Graduate students: Bail, Terrified, selections; Lyons, Islam Through Western Eyes, “The 
Discourse on Women.” 

Week 13  
M 11/23 QUIZ 3 
W 11/25 Fall recess, no classes 
F 11/27 Fall recess, no classes 
 
Read:  Grewal, Islam is a Foreign Country (begin) 
 
Week 14 Seeking 
M 11/30 Here 
W 12/2  There  
F 12/4  Everywhere 
 
Read: Grewal, Islam is a Foreign Country, finish 
 
Week 15 Conclusion: Themes 
M 12/7  Topic: TBD 
W 12/9  Topic: TBD 
 
Readings: Menocal, Ornament, pp. 282-3; Lyons, Islam Through Western Eyes, 191-96; Kumar, 
Islamophobia and the Politics of Empire, selections. 
 
Final exam will be held according to university schedule on 12/19 from 12:30-2:30. 
 
REVISED 09.09.15 

 6 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/religion/report/2015/02/11/106394/fear-inc-2-0/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41723075

	Prof. K. Ali
	Islam and the West
	Office Hours: M 8:45-10 by appointment or W 1-2:45 drop in (147 Bay State Rd., Room 506)
	NOTE: The elevator that serves my office is not wheelchair accessible.
	I will gladly arrange to meet in an accessible location.
	617-353-4465
	ka@bu.edu
	Research paper (graduate students): Worth 35% of your grade, with another 10% for the ten minute oral presentation. Guidelines will be distributed in late September.
	Policy on Late Work, Missed Exams, and Incompletes:
	Policy on communication
	Email is the best way to reach me. Please allow one or two days for a reply. For significant substantive queries, come to office hours or schedule another time to meet with me. Before writing with a question, please check: it may already have been ans...
	Wednesday drop-in office hours are first-come, first served. They are suitable for general queries and short discussions. If you think your concern will require more than fifteen minutes, please make an appointment for Monday morning.
	Monday office hour appointments must be requested by 3 pm on Friday. There is no appointment until you have received confirmation. When writing to request an appointment, please indicate how long you think you will need.
	Academic integrity, plagiarism, and independent work:
	Disabilities:
	Readings: Fear, Inc. https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/religion/report/2015/02/11/106394/fear-inc-2-0/ ); Christopher Bail, “The Fringe Effect,” The Fringe Effect: Civil Society Organizations and the Evolution of Media Discourse about Islam sinc...
	Graduate students: Bail, Terrified, selections; Lyons, Islam Through Western Eyes, “The Discourse on Women.”
	REVISED 09.09.15

